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WASHINGTON STREETSCAPE DEDICATED

Carlson Park:
A Real "Victory"

by fulie Lugo Cerra

When Harry Culver established
Culver City, his dream of the balanced
community began with 1.2 square
miles centered around Main Street.
There was a park near his office called
Media Park, but it was actually in the
city of Los Angeles.

Houses began to dot the former
"fields" of Ranchos La Ballona and
Rincon de los Bueyes and in 1923, a
horseracing track opened south of
Culver Boulevard. The "track" only
lasted a year. In 1924, it was recon-
structed to become the famous
Speedway, where "Indy" type races
took place on a board track.

The Speedway was also short-lived
and by 1927, according to city records,
the sub-dividers of the Speedway prop-
erty dedicated a 2.66 acre portion of
this land for park use at no cost to the
city, which is a common development
practice (Blair Hills Park, Blanco Park).
That was the beginning of "Victory
Park."

In recent times, people just assumed
that "victory" referred to our victory in
World War I. In a 1990 interview with
Alene Houck Johnson, the daughter of
Mayor Reve Houck who served in the
'20s, she recanted the story of the nam-
ing process. According to Alene, the
city fathers were soliciting suggestions
to name the park. It was Mrs. Houck,
the mayor's wife, who suggested
Victory Park. Contrary to common
belief, her reasoning was that "It was a

(L-R) Ed Wolkowitz, Richard Marcus, David
Hauptman, actress Betty Garrett, Mayor Sandi
Levin, Jody Hall-Esser, Albert Vera.

“Heart of Screenland”
Redevelopment Project
Brings Out Stars

“It's the eastern gateway into the city.
We wanted to make it very distinct. We
also wanted to make Washington
Boulevard more pedestrian-friendly
and more attractive to the [area's] busi-
nesses,” said Margaret Liu, the city's
redevelopment project manager.

To that end, the Washington
Streetscape Project was officially dedi-
cated by our city fathers on Saturday,
May 30 with food, music and enter-
tainment. A number of film stars who
have worked at the various Culver
City studios also came out for the cele-
bration and were photographed at the
tree surrounds of the films they have
appeared in. The surrounds are placed
on our own Hollywood-type "Walk of
Fame" which lines the boulevard. For
the renovation, a movie theme was
chosen to honor the city's 80-year his-
tory with the film industry as well as
beautify the area.

It was a great day, full of fun and fond
memories as the adjoining photos
show. (see accompanying story by City
Historian, Julie Lugo Cerra.)

(clockwise from top) Actors Martin Landau,
Kathryn Grayson, On The Town surround,
Nanett Fabray, Margaret O’Brien.

beginning at 5:00 pm.

please call Ross Hawkins at (310) 839-5725.

The public, young and old alike, are invited to come out for an old-fashioned picnic with family, friends and neighbors, and enjoy ||
a display of memorabilia from “ Uncle Syd” Kronenthal, recently retired Director of Human Resources for the City of Culver City.

As this is a potluck picnic, picnickers are asked to bring a main dish, salad or dessert for six people plus themselves. Plates, uten-
sils and soft drinks will be provided by the CCHS. For more information or if you would like to help with the picnic planning,

It's that time of year again - the CCHS Annual Potluck Picnic and General Membership Meeting. This year we will "convene" at
Carlson Park in Culver City (at Braddock Drive, between Motor and Le Bourget Avenues) on Wednesday evening, August 26th
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