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Historical Society Designates Historic Site #10

La Ballona School First in Area

LA BALLONA SCHOOL
SELECTED AS
HISsTORIC SITE #10

by Sandy Burton
Historic Sites Chairperson

On August 21, 2001, the Board of the
Culver City Historical Society voted
to designate La Ballona School as its
Historic Site #10.

At the September 4, 2001 Culver City
Board of Education meeting, Society
President Don Rogers presented the
proclamation for approval for La
Ballona School, the first school estab-
lished in the Culver City area in 1865.
The wording on the plaque will read:

Originally a wood-frame structure,
classes began for the 1865-66 school year
as a part of the Ballona School District. In
its first year, there were 17 boys and 11
girls registered in 14 classes. The teacher,
Miss Craft from Boston, received $50 per
month, including board. The school year
was seven months long, so children could
work on the ranchos. Established on a
portion of Rancho La Ballona, this is the
oldest school in what became Culver City.
It eventually became a part of the Culver
City Unified School District.

through the years.

following the program.

For more information, please call Cathy Zermeno at (310) 839-7688.

Today’s students

feel strongly about
their school. From
“Read California” }
(11/29/00), here is
what Nahla, a B
fifth-grader at La
Ballona School had
tosay: “La Ballona
is a great school,
with great people.
The community I
live in is special
because it is busy
and the people are
nice and get along
easily with each
other. My school is
also very special
because it is filled with intelligent
students who are well educated. We
all speak different languages.
Spanish, Arabic, Asian and French
are just a few. We have many differ-
ent cultures. Having friends from all
over the world is a good experience.”

Special thanks go to the Historic
Sites committee: Ross Hawkins,
Susan Berg, Julie Lugo Cerra and
Sam Cerra.

An early class at La Ballona School, first in area.

The school is located at 10915
Washington Blvd. The date of the
official dedication ceremonies will be
announced shortly.
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NOTICE:

The Society has a new
telephone number:

(310) 287-4558

OCTOBER 16TH GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING: ELECTIONS!
* CC Police Chief Ted Cooke Guest Speaker *

The Culver City Historical Society’s Fall General Membership Meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 16th
at 7:00 pm in the Lethridge Garden Room at the Veterans Memorial Building, 4117 Overland Avenue.

This is “Election Night” to chose the Society’s next slate of officers and we ask the entire membership to come
out to support and vote for the future Board who will take the reins for the next two years.

The evening will also feature special guest speaker Culver City Police Chief Ted Cooke who will discuss the
history of the Culver City Police Department - it's development and the changes and challenges it has faced

Please join us for this important and informative meeting. The public is invited to enjoy the free program
(note: only members will be able to vote) and students are encouraged to attend. Refreshments will be served













