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A Brief History of Culver City’s Fiesta La Ballona
By Sophia Vegas, Samanta Pandey & Hailey Garcia

Known today for its annual celebration,
incorporating carnival activities such as
rides, food, performances, games, and live
music. Fiesta La Ballonais anintegral event
that brings residents and visitors together for
athree-day celebration of all Culver City has
to offer. Fiesta La Ballona provides activities
and fun for people of all ages. It is an event
that has been ongoing for the past 74 years.

Fiesta La Ballonawasiinitiated in 1951 by
the City of Culver City in collaboration with

the Culver City Chamber of Commerce. The
weekend celebration was designed to honor
Culver City’s early heritage, beginning with
the influence of the Spanish, followed by

the Rancho period, and then the founding
and growth of the City. The original plan for
the Fiesta included a parade through the
streets of Culver City and agathering at the
Veterans Memorial Park, which has been
maintained as the heart of the celebration
throughout the decades. Culver Blvd was
shut down from Main Street to Overland for
the yearly parade that focused on Culver
City’s rich history and historic presence in
the movie industry. Many attendees, ranging
fromyoungto old, were inspired todress up
as characters from movies that were filmed
in Culver City, demonstrating pride inthe role
and contributions of our local movie industry.
Othersdressed as famousindividuals from
history or as the early settlers of this area.
The Fiesta Queen and her court were
chosen, and their float was prepared with
careful attention to detail. Art and flower
shows, antique car shows, and bus tours
provided entertainment for everyone. Some
evening events included square dancing
and communal barbeques. The aquacades
were hosted at the Culver City Plunge,
which included water activities such as

swimming, diving, and more. Additionally,
if locals were feeling competitive, they
could enter an array of contests such as

the Kiddie Costume Contest, the Baby
Beauty Contest, the Parade Float Contest,
the Window Dressing contest, and even a
Beard Growing Contest! In return, Fiesta
Ribbons were awarded to all the winners.

The modern-day iteration of the
annual Fiesta La Ballona has evolved
over time, but the spirit of the Fiesta La
Ballona remains the same—a celebration
of the community spirit of Culver City.

General Membership Meeting and Program:

“The Wizard of MGM” - A Look Behind the Curtain At Four Decades of Special Effects
Multipurpose Room, Veterans Memorial Building, Tuesday, July 22 at 7PM

Robert Welch, the grandson of MGM’s master of special effects, presents an amazing look into what
went into creating the eye-popping visual effects of more than 180 movies. His grandfather, A. Arnold
“Buddy” Gillespie, was a master of both art and technology, and served as head of the special effects
department for four decades, earning 12 Oscar nominations and four Oscars.

Mr. Welch will showcase many of the secrets that are revealed in his grandfather’'s memoirs “The
Wizard of MGM,” including the epic effects in some of your favorite films like The Wizard of Oz, Ben Hur,
Forbidden Planet, and Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo.

Join us for an evening honoring an unsung artist who had a profound impact on our movie-going
enjoyment. This event is free to the public and we look forward to seeing you!
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created for the purpose of collecting,

Spring 2025 has been full of many wonderful preserving, and exhibiting the history,
o . . . cultural, and civic accomplishments of
Culver City civic events in which the Society has Culver City andiits environs.

had the pleasure to participate. These events
include: The C.C. Book Festival hosted by the
Wende Museum and the Village Well Books and OFF'CERS & COMMITTEE CHAIR;

Coffee, C.C. Bizhosted by Rafiaand Jeff Cooper, Jack Bommarito President

. . Hope M. Parrish .....eecinn President Emeritus
CCHS Program event with Chris Bungo, CCHS P . . .

) . L. Mark Morris .......... VP Programs/Media Archives

Author Series with Brynn Shiovitz,and C.C. Car . .
) Maureen Fleming ... VP Museum Chair
Show hosted l_:)y the CUIYer City Exchgnge Club. Douglas NeWton ... VP Development
We have enjoyed our involvement in all these Mara Bommarito Secretary
events, and they have increased our outreach Carolyn Wispe BUMS oo Treasurer
and raised our profile in the community. Many people stopped by our booth MIChae! LAASE ... Parliamentarian
to say hello and learn about the history of Culver City. We were happy to Jeanne Conklin . Membership Chair
see that many of our visitors were younger people and new residents of Valerie MEYE ..o Costumes Chair
our City. They showed an eagerness and enthusiasm to learn about their Ron Peterson ... In-House Photographer
hometown and about its founder, Harry Culver. They also learned about ANISSE DI VINCENTE e Webmaster
the local film, TV, and entertainment industry. It was a pleasure to talk Michael Chiabaudo ... Photo Archives
Hope M. Parrish ....ccnnns Historic Sites Chair

to them and share our goals and the programs we offer. We also invited

everyone to visit our museum. Qr,’dr:ev‘j g}e,issmzn ' Gove;nhmfn;uii_so"
|want to say, “Great job” to the CCHS Board members, society volunteers, 'CnAc LADAUCO o - OO ATChVes
. . . . Sofia Stark .......... Newsletter Editor and Designer
and interns for helping with these events. They have done a wonderful job
representing Culver City Historical Society. ARC:'VE{A RE“P}??” ‘_’SI'(-F’dNTEERS
. . . . ope M. Parrish, Tami Eskridge,
. We have some exciting events coming ’up th.IS suTmer. The first one Jeanne Conklin, Michael Potterton, Dana Benton,
is our program on July 22nd at 7:00PM. It’'s entitled “Robert Welch: The Dennis Parrish, Elizabeth Voncannon, Joshua
Wizard of Oz”. We will also participate in the City sponsored Movie in the Insel, Kate Ni,and Steve Newton
Park event. The movie “Wicked” will be shown at Veterans’ Park in the INTERNS
evening of July 26th. Sophia Vegas, Samanta Pandey,

I'm excited to announce that beginning in September, our museum will Hailey Garcia, Josiah Joya, Noelle Warner,
be open on the 1st through the 4th Sundays of each month from 12:00 Alexandra Hoyt, and Sofie Ferreria
P.M.-3:00 PM.Please stopin for a visit and bring your family and friends !

Finally, a “Shout out” to all our members! Without you we would not be WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS
able to operate and provide services and resources to our community and Maggie Adams, Anne De Wolfe, Stacey
city —the one and only Culver City !! Poston, Rafella Ghittoni, Jess Daily, Sara &

Jack R. Bommarito Isabel Harley, Shiela Berman, and
Christian May-Suzuki
PAST PROGRAM

Richard Bann (Hal Roach Historian), Chris Bungo, Mara Bommarito (Secretary) and Jack Bommarito (President)
Mark Morris (VP Programs), and Jack Bommarito (President)

Thank you, Mark for a wonderful evening showcasing Chris Bungo's before and after Hal Roach movie shorts. The Strange Ones (CCPD) with an up-
dated interview with Karen Carpenter (video at Culver City Historial Society on Youtube) and lots of fun before and after’s in Culver City!! Chris, we thank
you for all you do to preserve our city’s rich history and make it fun for all to view!
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May is Historic Preservation Month! A little FYI-2025 marks our Society’s 45th YEAR!!

On May 3rd, 2010 during Stu Freeman'’s Presidency of this Society,
our then Culver City Council designated May as Historic Preservation
Month. For this we are grateful. The Historical Society was honored
on May 12, 2025 with the “Proclamation of Historic Preservation”.
Presented by Council member and Mayor Yasmine-Imani McMorrin

to President Jack Bommarito.

Pictured: Albert Vera, Freddy Puza, Mayor Dan O'Brien, Valerie Meyer,
Noelle Warner, Hope Parrish, Jack Bommarito, Bryan “Bubba” Fish,
and Yasmine-Imani McMorrin

Mara Bommarito maning the booth Valerie Meyer loves the Munsters Denice Renteria, Mayor Dan O’'Brien,

and Jack Bommarito
THANK YOU TO THANK YOU TO THANK YOU TO
culver/city “Im
foundation SONY WENDE MUSEUM
PICTURES OF THE COLD WAR
FOR THEIR DONATION! FOR THEIR DONATION! FOR THEIR DONATION!

Mark’s Video of the Season: Please to present Andrew Fenady on Taboo Topicson TV!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R36- u8j2Zs
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Calling all TCMers!!
We have another unknown MGM Costume in our Collection.
This is an Orchid Color silk faille, full length Spanish style gown, cap sleeves with
purple/blue colored sequins and beaded balls, over full length sleeves, edged in
black embroidery around all opening. If you spot this dress, send Valerie a note at
culvercityhistoricalsociety.org.

RECORD

WHERE AM I??

Roadside Attractions were big in California!! Who remembers the Iconic Pup Café? The Pup was built by Joseph Maddox and his 3
sonsin1929, at 5406 West Adams. By 1934 it was sold and moved to 12718 Washington Blvd at Wade St. It remained arestaurant
until the late 1960’s when it was purchased for the last time as Ugly Dog Records. The Iconic Pup was gone in 1971.

K Spotlight -

Cora Sue Collins — April 19,1927- April 27,2025
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CORA SUE COLLINS

Child actor in the 19305 '« Age 98

£ CONSTANCE BENNETT |

Itis with a heavy heart that | share the passing of
MGM Child Actor, Cora Sue Collins.

CoraSue Collins was bornin Beckley, West Virginia
on April 19, 1927. Propelled into show business by
her mother, Corabecame heavily indemand during
the 1930's. One of Cora’'s many talents were that she
could cry ondemand. Coraappeared inover 50 films
from 1932 — 1945. Cora Sue performed in her first
film, The strange Case of Clara Deane, at the age of
five. Continuing to actin films, here’s a few you may
recall, Treasure Island, The Scarlett Letter, Anna
Karenina, Magnificent Obsession & The Adventures

of Tom Sawyer, starring Tom Kelly who would later become a Culver City Teacher, which many still remember. Thank you to our
friends at the Hollywood Heritage Museum, we had the great pleasure to meet and have Cora Sue join us for our MGM program
last year. Cora Sue is seated with our amazing June Caldwell. | liked to refer to as our Metro Goldwyn Mayer’s - Golden Girls!!

If you are cleaning out your garage and come across any Culver City Junior High, Senior High year books, or
Local CC Phone Directories from any decade, we want to be their new home!!




Evelyn and Jerome Ackerman: California Mid-Century Designers
Hardcover release — May 20, 2025
By: Laura Ackerman-Shaw
Jerome and Evelyn Ackerman, the prolific artist-couple were central to the
development of mid-century design in Southern California. They combined

EVELYN AND modernist craft—in weaving, carving, ceramics, tapestries, hookings, and
JEROME mosaics—and made it accessible to the middle class. Their works were
ACKERMAN celebrated for their combination of bright colors and craftsmanship, with an
CALIFORNIA artisanal attention to detail.
g Perhaps you remember our Summer 2024 cover article, by Laura Ackerman-

Shaw. Laura shared of her parents coming from Detroit to Culver City in 1952.
Laura’s Mother Evelyn, worked for Red Skelton at the Culver Hotel reading
his fan mail while Father Jerome ‘Jerry”, spent the first year developing their
@7 Jenev ceramics designs. Laura has really pulled out all the stops creating
this beautiful coffee table book, displaying her parents life and their passion
for art. If you love midcentury this is a good book to add to your collection.

LAURA ACKERMAN-SHAW

Julie Lugo Cerra Memorial Scholarships Recipients

Michele Cerra Lachoff, Scholarship Chair, and | would like to introduce you to
two very deserving Culver High School Students, Justin and Luke, who were this
year’s recipients of the Julie Lugo Cerra Memorial Scholarships. This is the 3rd
year we have participated with the Culver City Community Scholarship awards,
bringing our total to 5 students whom we have been able to give some assistance
towards furthering their education. Itis through your generous donations to the
JLC Scholarship Fund that made this possible for Justin and Luke. Justin will be
attending Penn State in the fall, and Luke will be at UC Davis.

We know there are many organizaitons that you can donate to,and we are thankful
to allwho have contributed to this Scholarship fund. With your continued support
we hope to continue this gift to our Culver City Students for many years to come.

Michael Laase, Justin Pouncey, Hope Parrish,
Luke Gaynor, Michele Cerra Lachoff

Over the past few years, we have been asked this question,
“When did our Culver City Police department change our vehicle
colors from Blue and White back to Black and White”. Well, we
found the answer.

Dennis (my Dad) found a newspaper article written by Melinda
Tonks in May of 1975:

“Black & White police cars are making their return to patrol duties

on Culver City Streets. The change from the Police department’s
blue and white units of recent years has been necessitated
NEW POLICE CARS — Black and white polce  [eft) Offcer Patrik Cleary, Sgt, Ted Krauss and by the formation of a new bureau to upgrade the city’s traffic

cars have returned to patrol duty in Culver City. Officer Thomas Mahoney. Blue and white units
With one of the new cars are members of the police used in recent years, such as one at right, are

STt b WAl ocorsgant BRiCH rom! - bl repainian.) T Py e enforcement program. The State of California requires that such
traffic enforcement units use black and white or all white cars. So,

the departments newest patrol cars have been delivered with a black and white paint job. To avoid confusion over
having cars with different color schemes and so they can also be used interchangeable for patrol and traffic work, the
existing blue and white units are gradually being repainted to the new format.”
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P.O.Box 1356 Culver City, CA90232 e info@CulverCityHistoricalSociety.org e (310) 253-6941

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Multipurpose Room, 7PM

Veterans Memorial Park at Dusk

ARC OPEN DATES: 1*tand 3" Sundays, 12-3PM
July 6" and 20", August 3 and 171", Sept 7" and 21

July 22": Summer Program — “The Wizard of MGM”

July 26*: Movies in the Park — PRCS: “Wicked”

July 17t~ August 28": Summer Sunset Music Series
Culver Plaza, 7PM

August 22" - August 24": Fiesta La Ballona
Veterans Memorial Park

August 17t: Ciclavia
Culver City meets Venice

Supporting Sponsors, Donors and Business Members

These fine Culver City area businesses support our work to preserve Culver City history for future generations.
Show your support by your patronage of their services and products.

Benefactor

Culver City Arts Foundation ..........eeeeeeemmsneens Jim B. Clarke
The Culver Studios Mike Recine
Freeman Properties Stuart Freeman
Leonardo Wilborn Leonardo Wilborn
Meghan Sahli-Wells and Karim Sahli.................... The Sahli Family

The Wende Museum

Justin Jampol
Corporate and Non Profit Sponsors

Culver City Exchange Club .........ococceeersnees Dr. Bob Montgomery
The Culver Hotel Melina Alunni
History For Hire Pam and Jim Elyea

Sony Pictures Entertainment
Marcus Accounting Services

Kristin Cavanaugh
Richard A. Marcus

Business Members
Anne Tower Productions, INC. ......cceeeeeeesnsssseenen Anne Tower

(424) 209-9148
(310) 473-8900
(310) 839-7593

(310) 216-1600

(310) 499-4840
(310) 558-9400
(818) 765-7767
(310) 244-5368
(310) 721-9908

(310) 699-9261

CavanaughRealtors DannieCavanaugh (310)
George PetrelliFamous Steaks........mnee. Marie Petrelli (310)
Goran Eriksson/ Techtrans...... ... Goran Eriksson  (310)
JLF Appraisals & Estates ..Joeland LindaForman (310)
KenHarada, D.D.S. KenHarada (310)
Law Offices of Ronald K. Ziff .........mmersnnens Ronald K. Ziff  (323)
MHB Sports, Entm't & Advisory Service..........Marc Brodnax (323)
MJB Fine Homes &Realty .......owereerseerrienrs Melanie Brodnax (310)
OpulNet Michael J. Lupo (860)
Richard S. Hibbs, C.P.A. Richard Hibbs  (310)
SantaMariaBBQ JimRodrigues  (310)
Sorrento Italian Market AlbertVera (310)
Steller & Skoog Jack & CharlynBarton (714)
Tower Insurance Associates Janice Beighey (310)
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage .. ..Jeff Cooper (310)

Renew or Become a Member of the Culver City Historical Society Today!

O

New Member d Renewal

Benefactor ($1,000 +)

Corporate Sponsor ($500)

Family Lifetime Member ($500)
Individual Lifetime Member ($300)
Patron Member ($100)

Business Member ($50)

Family Member ($35)

Individual Member ($25)

Non Profit Organization ($15)
Youth Member ($10)

I Iy

Mailing Address
City

Name/Company

Join othersin preserving the history of the “Heart of Screenland” and support the Culver City HistoricalSociety Archives and Resource Center (ARC). We can't preserve local history without you!

State Zip Code

Email

Phone

Voluntary Contribution to Museum Fund $

Voluntary Contribution to Julie Lugo Cerra Scholarship Fund $

Please check type of membership and enclose your check payable to:
The Culver City Historical Society, P.O. Box 1356, Culver City, CA 90232

Tax Deductible 501 (c)(3) #95-4188800

Or join online at CulverCityHistoricalSociety.org/membership



