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Culver City, CA 90232

info@CulverCityHistoricalSociety.org 
(310) 253-6941

These fine Culver City area businesses support our work to preserve 
Culver City history for future generations. Show your support with your 
patronage of their services and products.

BENEFACTORS
Freeman Properties......................................................Stuart Freeman	 (310) 839-7593
Leonardo Wilborn.................................................... Leonardo Wilborn	 (XXX) XXX-XXXX
Meghan Sahli-Wells & Karim Sahli.....................The Sahli Family	 (XXX) XXX-XXXX
The Wende Museum........................................................Justin Jampol	 (310) 216-1600

CORPORATE & NON PROFIT SPONSORS
Culver City Exchange Club.........................Dr. Bob Montgomery	 (310) 499-4840
The Culver Hotel....................................................................Melina Alunni	 (310) 558-9400
History For Hire........................................................ Pam and Jim Elyea	 (818) 765-7767
Sony Pictures Entertainment.......................... Kristin Cavanaugh	 (310) 244-5368
Marcus Accounting Services........................... Richard A. Marcus	 (310) 721-9908

BUSINESS MEMBERS
Anne Tower Productions, Inc.......................................... Anne Tower	 (310) 699-9261
Cavanaugh Realtors...............................................Dannie Cavanaugh	 (310) 837-7161
Culver City Downtown Business Assn............... Darrel Menthe	 (310) 202-6060
George Petrelli Famous Steaks...................................Marie Petrelli	 (310) 902-5899
Göran Eriksson / Techtrans.....................................Göran Eriksson	 (310) 841-2901
JLF Appraisals & Estates.........................Joel and Linda Forman	 (310) 837-7455
Ken Harada, D.D.S......................................................................Ken Harada	 (310) 837-5121
Law Offices of Ronald K. Ziff ........................................Ronald K. Ziff	 (323) 342-2819
MHB Sports, Entm’t & Advisory Svc.....................Marc Brodnax	 (323) 864-4417
MJB Fine Homes & Realty......................................Melanie Brodnax	 (310) 736-6224
OpulNet / OpulNet.com............................................. Michael J. Lupo	 (860) 951-2513
Richard S. Hibbs, C.P.A....................................................Richard Hibbs	 (310) 836-2029
Santa Maria BBQ................................................................ Jim Rodrigues	 (310) 930-5174
Sorrento Italian Market......................................................... Albert Vera	 (310) 391-7654
Steller & Skoog.................................................Jack & Charlyn Barton	 (714) 343-7756
Tower Insurance Associates .................................. Janice Beighey	 (310) 837-6101
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage...........................................Jeff Cooper	 (310) 344-8033

q NEW MEMBER	 q RENEWAL

q  Benefactor ($1,000+)
q  Corporate Sponsor ($500)
q  Family Lifetime Member ($500)
q  Individual Lifetime Member ($300)
q  Patron Member ($100)
q  Business Member ($50)
q  Family Member ($35)
q  Individual Member ($25)
q  Non Profit Organization ($15)
q  Youth Member ($10)

Name/Company  ______________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address  ______________________________________________________________________________________

City  __________________________________________________  State ______________  Zip Code ________________

Email  __________________________________________________  Phone ______________________________________

Voluntary Contribution to Museum Fund $ ______________________________________________________________

Voluntary Contribution to Julie Lugo Cerra Scholarship Fund $ ____________________________________________

Please indicate membership type and enclose your check payable to:
The Culver City Historical Society, P.O. Box 1356, Culver City, CA 90232

Or join online at CulverCityHistoricalSociety.org/membership

Tax Deductible 501 (c)(3) #95-4188800

#
RENEW OR BECOME A MEMBER OF THE CULVER CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY TODAY!

Preserve the “Heart of Screenland” history – support the Culver City Historical Society Archives and Resource Center (ARC). We can’t do it without you!

NEWSLETTER VOL. 47 NO. 2 SUMMER 2026

	 King Kong has taken over the radio 
waves! KMET, KLOS, & KROQ have DJs 
inviting listeners to be a part of the 
backlot extravaganza. There are cou-
pons in the newspaper and flyers post-
ed around the city. Be an extra for the 
King Kong movie!
	 I grabbed a couple of invitation  
flyers and wrangle up a friend for the 
very first night. 
	 It’s weird to see a line of people 
down Arizona and Elenda. Lots of Cul-
ver City has turned out for this event! 
We are being funneled into a very spe-
cific dropping point in MGM’s Lot 2. 
	 We proudly hand in our flyers, like 
backstage passes to a famous concert. 
They just grab them and point. “That 
way!” So much for the star treatment.
	 The set is marvelous and not to 
complain, but there is no sign of Kong. 
All we see is a very large Petrox tank. We 
hope he is inside. What we can see is a 

	 Donnie Norden, aka “Phantom of the 
Backlots,” returns to lead us on a tour of 
the Desilu Forty Acres Backlot, drawing on 
his teenage explorations there. He shares 
its history from a distinctive perspective,  
enriched with personal stories, photos, and 
memorabilia.

DATE WITH A PRIMATE: DATE WITH A PRIMATE: 
“KING KONG” 1976“KING KONG” 1976
BY MAUREEN MILLER FLEMING

	 The studio lots — especially MGM and 
Desilu — left a lasting impression on him. 
Donnie later turned that passion into a 
30-year career at Universal Studios and  
documented his adventures in a popular se-
ries of books.
	 Buckle up and put on your running 
shoes as he takes you on a wild ride through 
movie and television history from inside the 
Forty Acres backlot.
	 This event is free to the public.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING & PROGRAM
continued on inside page  

Have you seen this splashy 
one-piece beauty from our 
Costume Collection onscreen? 
In a nod to summer, Valerie 
thought we should change it 
up! We’d love to know if any 
readers have seen this styl-
ish kelly green swimsuit with 

a white sequin starfish appliqué at the hip. It may 
be from an Esther Williams film, but we have no 
confirmation. If you recognize this swimsuit from 
an MGM film, please reach out to Valerie at: info@ 
culvercityhistoricalsociety.org

COSTUMES IN THE BUILDING

Phantom of the Backlots Presents: 
“An Insider’s Tour of Desilu”

Veterans Memorial Building 
Tuesday, July 28 @ 7PM

The Phantom of the Backlots, AKA Don-
nie Norton, amazed the captive audience 
with his incredible adventures!

Phantom of the Backlots 
Secret Studio Tour

tinyurl.com/CCHSSecret

PAST PROGRAM

Jack Bommarito, Maureen Fleming and 
Mark Morris give the presentation by 
Donnie Norton (center right) an A+.

ABOVE: The 40-ft.  
animatronic Kong on 
MGM Lot 2 in 1976. 
Many Culver City  
residents appeared 
as movie extras.

LEFT: The original  
admission ticket.  
Visit the Historical 
Society museum 
to see more event 
mementos!

Heather Moses has been appointed 
the new Cultural Affairs Commissioner. 
Many may know her as a Culver City 
Mom and Coordinator for the Robert 
Frost and the AVPA program. We’re 
thrilled about her new position.  
Congratulations, Heather! 

MEET NEW MEET NEW 
COMMISSIONER  COMMISSIONER  
HEATHER MOSESHEATHER MOSES

ST. AUGUSTINE ST. AUGUSTINE 
SCHOOL CLOSEDSCHOOL CLOSED

RETIRED FLAG RETIRED FLAG 
COLLECTION BOXCOLLECTION BOX

	 We at the Historical Society are 
deeply saddened to recently hear that 
St. Augustine’s Catholic School closed its 
doors in June of 2025 due to the steady 
decline of enrollment over the last years. 
	 In 1883, J. Francisco Figueroa do-
nated this land to the Roman Catholic  
Church of Los Angeles to serve the  
community in the La Ballona Valley. 
The church was named after St. Mon-
ica’s son, and was the first church built 
in what would later become Culver City; 
the church seen in the photo above was 
completed in 1887.
	 St. Augustine’s school opened its  
doors on September 7, 1926 and served 
PreK–8th grade students. Many Culver 
City residents attended this community  
fixture during its 99 years in operation.

MARK’S CHOICE
Fiesta La Ballona: 
A Short History

Rare film footage from the 
1950s and 1960s illustrates 
some of the pageantry and 

history of the Fiesta La Ballona  
tradition.

tinyurl.com/CCHSFiesta

Beverly Peterson beside the Veterans 
Memorial Building collection box located 
next to the Parks and Recreation desk. 

Ever wondered what to do with flags that 
need to be retired? Mason Jacquelin pre-
sented a great collection box idea for his 
Eagle Service Project, Troop 108. Thank 
you, Mason! I am glad my flag found this 
place of honor.

ARC OPEN SUNDAYS ARC OPEN SUNDAYS ||
JULY JULY ||
JULYJULY  ||

JULY 28 JULY 28 ||
JULY 31-AUGUST 9JULY 31-AUGUST 9  ||

AUGUST 28-30AUGUST 28-30  ||

1ST, 2ND, 3RD & 4TH SUNDAYS (CLOSED 5TH SUNDAYS); 12-3PM
July-September

CULVER CITY PARKS & RECREATIONPRESENT MOVIES IN THE PARK
16, 25, 28 & 31: culvercity.gov/events

SUMMER OUTDOOR MOVIES
Fridays at sunset; Culver Steps

CCHS GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING & PROGRAM
7pm; Veterans Memorial Building

SISTER CITY COMMITTEE EXCHANGE
Students and chaperones from Kaizuka, Japan visit Culver City

75TH ANNUAL FIESTA LA BALLONA 
Veterans Memorial Park

MARK YOUR CALENDAR



OUR MISSION
The Culver City Historical Society 

was created for the purpose  
of collecting, preserving, and  
exhibiting the history, cultural,  
and civic accomplishments of  
Culver City and its environs.

WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS

Jesse Acosta, Ruby Carson,
Michael Jarel, Barry Maiten,

Susan McCarthy, Kevin Miller,  
Michael Monagan, Phillip Simmons

OFFICERS AND  
COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Jack Bommarito........................................President

Hope M. Parrish................... President Emeritus

Mark Morris....VP Programs/Media Archives

Maureen Fleming................................ VP Museum

Currently Vacant.....................VP Development

Mara Bommarito.......................................Secretary

Carolyn Wispe Burns..............................Treasurer

Michael Laase...............................Parliamentarian

Jeanne Conklin..................... Membership Chair

Beverly Peterson........Membership Co-Chair

Valerie Meyer...............................Costumes Chair

Ron Peterson...............In-House Photographer

Anissa Di Vincente.............................Webmaster

Michael Chiabaudo....................Photo Archives

Hope M. Parrish...................Historic Sites Chair

Andrew Weissman..........Government Liaison

Holly Strother.................... Newsletter Designer

ARCHIVE/RESEARCH VOLUNTEERS

Hope M. Parrish, Tami Eskridge, 
Jeanne Conklin, Michael Potterton,  
Dana Benton, Joshua Insel, Kate Ni,  
Steve Newton, James Kislingbury,  

and Susannah Mae Young

INTERNS

Josiah Joya and Cole Fekert

Good luck to our departing interns 
Sophia Vegas, Samanta Pandey 
and Hailey Garcia as they head  
to college. They will be missed!

	 Greetings to all our Culver City His-
torical Society members! As we move into 
summer, I’d like to acknowledge the great 
relationship between CCHS and students 
from C.C. High School. Over the last sev-
eral years, CCHS has had an outstanding 
intern program for students who must 
complete their community service hours. 
This highly successful program is the 
brainchild of Hope Parrish. 
	 Twice a year, our staff sets up a table 
at the High School’s College and Career 
Fair. Many students come to our table to 
learn about our organization. It’s wonder-
ful to meet young people so interested in 
local history, film history, and just history 
in general! Over the years, we have had 
some fantastic interns. Two interns did a 
program for the 100th anniversary of the 

Culver Hotel, and another wrote a walk-
ing tour guide to Downtown C.C. 
	 This year we are saddened to lose 
three graduating interns who are mov-
ing on to four-year universities: Samanta 
(UC Santa Cruz) and Hailey (UC Berkeley)  
volunteered for two years. Sophia (Ave 
Maria) interned for four years! Projects 
they worked on include: researching and 
creating museum display boards, being 
instrumental in our costume conserva-
tion day, and writing an article for this 
newsletter. We send them all off with 
good wishes for the brightest of futures! 
	 We have been fortunate to bring in 
several new young adult volunteers with a 
variety of talents and skills. Each contact-
ed CCHS due to their interest in archives, 
film history, research, and costume con-
servation. They’ve helped man our booths 
at Screenland 5K, the Culver City Book 
Festival and the Culver City Car Show.
	 Through their volunteer efforts, they 
are gaining skills and knowledge invalu-
able to our work. Together with the Board 
members, we work hard to provide inter-
esting historical displays and resources 
accessible to all. I hope to see you at our 
upcoming July program!

— Jack Bommarito

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR  WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR  
THE GENEROSITY OFTHE GENEROSITY OF

woman loosely tied at the wrists. Her name 
is Jessica Lange; we have never heard of 
her, but she looks like a movie star! A movie 
star that is about to be offered up to an 
oversized ape!
	 The crew gives us instructions from 
time to time. First, move in together to ap-
pear as a larger crowd, applaud, look up 
at the helicopter, move as a group to the 
other side of the bleachers… Look scared 
everybody!
	 This is cool, but Kong’s head has 
been peering and flirting with me over the 
fence for weeks! (I imagine him as my new 
boyfriend.) Now he decides to play hard 
to get. Wherefore art thou, my 40-foot  
Romeo?
	 Technical difficulties develop on the 
first night the public is invited. That’s 
showbiz, I guess! It occurs to me that my 
weeknight curfew is rapidly approach-
ing, so I exit stage right. I’d rather lose my 
part to another MGM starlet than face my 
mother’s fury. 
	 After that night, Kong performed like a 
seasoned pro!

 King Kong continued from front page

	 Did someone say Kong? Deep in 
our archives, I found this historical 
gem; the discovery of this photo times 
perfectly with Maureen’s feature story 
about the 50th anniversary of MGM’s 
King Kong, released in 1976. 
	 Taken circa 1932, King Kong’s ani-
mated armature torso sits atop a truck, 
ready to head to an inside stage and go 
to work! The 1933 King Kong interiors 
were shot at the RKO-Pathe Culver Stu-
dios lot. No matter the era, Kong is a 
part of Culver City’s history.

	 Culver City’s annual Fiesta La Ballona 
will be celebrated from Friday, Aug. 28 to 
Sunday, Aug. 30, but this year is extra special! 
	 CC Parks and Recreation and CC Histor-
ical Society are working together to celebrate 
the 75th anniversary of Fiesta in spectac-
ular style! Lots of events will be happening 
throughout the city — be on the lookout for 
announcements from all City organizations. 	 In May, President Jack Bommarito 

and City Historian Hope Parrish were 
present to receive the proclamation 
for the Culver City Historical Society,  
recognizing the society’s continued work 
in Historic Preservation. 
	 The proclamation was presented by 
Council Member Dan O’Brien and signed 
by the Culver City Mayor, the Vice Mayor 
and all City Council Members.

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS

¡FELIZ 75¡FELIZ 75OO ANIVERSARIO, FIESTA LA BALLONA! ANIVERSARIO, FIESTA LA BALLONA! CELEBRATING HISTORIC CELEBRATING HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION MONTHPRESERVATION MONTH

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, HAPPY BIRTHDAY, 
KATHERINE!KATHERINE!

	 This is a very special year for our 
friend Katherine. She not only turned 90 
on June 18, but Katherine also celebrates 
her 75th year here on June 18, 1951, 
when she came to America, and then to 
Culver City. Katherine and her brother  
Albert each immigrated from Italy at the 
age of 15. (Albert had come earlier.)
	 Katherine met Santino Barriciello; 
they married and settled in Culver City. 
In 1963, Albert, Santino and Katherine  
together opened an Italian market in a 
little storefront for rent on Sepulveda. 
Sorrento Italian Market has now been a 
Culver City institution for over 60 years. 
	 Santino worked as a Property Mas-
ter at Columbia Studios (later Colum-
bia-Tristar, then Sony) until he retired. 
Their four daughters Anna, Lydia, Lena 
and Alice were all born in Culver City and 
raised in the Sunkist Park neighborhood.
	 We celebrate you, Katherine, for all 
you’ve brought to our community. Tanti 
Auguri di Buon Compleanno, Katherine!

TOP: Nephew Albert Vera and Katherine 
Vera Barriciello behind the counter at  
Sorrento Italian Market. BOTTOM: Katherine, 
Bob’s son Joe, Alice’s husband Bob, and Al-
bert Vera celebrate Katherine’s milestones.

ABOVE: Charles Grodin and Jessica Lange performing 
King Kong’s helicopter scene on MGM Lot 2, witnessed  
by many Culver City residents who were extras.

TOP LEFT: Jessica Lange pausing 
in between takes on MGM Lot 2, 
as co-star King Kong looks on.

ABOVE: “Free Show!” ticket ads 
appeared in the local papers, and 
flyers were posted around town.

The Fiesta La Ballona Parade was quite the 
spectacle! Local businesses made their own 
floats, while descendants of settler families — 
Machado, Talamantes, Higuera, Ybarra, Saenz, 
Rocha, and Lugo — rode in the parade  
in vintage cars and horse-drawn buggies. 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP 
LEFT: Working the Culver 
City Historical Society 
booth is Costumes Chair 
Valerie Cameron, Maureen 
Fleming and President 
Jack Bommarito; Hope, 
Jerry and Gil Talamantes 
snap a selfie among the 
show’s custom cars; the 
Talamantes Hot Rods cap. 

	 Thank you once again to the 
Exchange Club of Culver City for 
this year’s Culver City Car Show! 
Their passion for cars provided 
another fantastic day downtown, 
with live entertainment, great food, 
and classic wheels.
	 I can always count on seeing 
Jerry and Gil Talamantes at the  
Car Show with their vintage Hot 
Rods. I met them while working 
in the motion picture industry, as 
both are retired 399 Teamsters. 
Fun fact: they are also direct de-
scendants of Felipe Talamantes, 
who settled with the Machados in 
La Ballona Valley. 

THE CULVER CITY CAR SHOWTHE CULVER CITY CAR SHOW

HAPPY HAPPY 
SESQUICENTENNIAL, SESQUICENTENNIAL, 

AMERICA!AMERICA!
WISHING ALL A  WISHING ALL A  

WARM & WONDERFUL  WARM & WONDERFUL  
INDEPENDENCE DAY!INDEPENDENCE DAY!

FROM ALL OF US AT THE  
CULVER CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY



P.O. Box 1356 
Culver City, CA 90232

info@CulverCityHistoricalSociety.org 
(310) 253-6941

These fine Culver City area businesses support our work to preserve 
Culver City history for future generations. Show your support with your 
patronage of their services and products.

BENEFACTORS
Freeman Properties......................................................Stuart Freeman	 (310) 839-7593
Leonardo Wilborn.................................................... Leonardo Wilborn	 (XXX) XXX-XXXX
Meghan Sahli-Wells & Karim Sahli.....................The Sahli Family	 (XXX) XXX-XXXX
The Wende Museum........................................................Justin Jampol	 (310) 216-1600

CORPORATE & NON PROFIT SPONSORS
Culver City Exchange Club.........................Dr. Bob Montgomery	 (310) 499-4840
The Culver Hotel....................................................................Melina Alunni	 (310) 558-9400
History For Hire........................................................ Pam and Jim Elyea	 (818) 765-7767
Sony Pictures Entertainment.......................... Kristin Cavanaugh	 (310) 244-5368
Marcus Accounting Services........................... Richard A. Marcus	 (310) 721-9908

BUSINESS MEMBERS
Anne Tower Productions, Inc.......................................... Anne Tower	 (310) 699-9261
Cavanaugh Realtors...............................................Dannie Cavanaugh	 (310) 837-7161
Culver City Downtown Business Assn............... Darrel Menthe	 (310) 202-6060
George Petrelli Famous Steaks...................................Marie Petrelli	 (310) 902-5899
Göran Eriksson / Techtrans.....................................Göran Eriksson	 (310) 841-2901
JLF Appraisals & Estates.........................Joel and Linda Forman	 (310) 837-7455
Ken Harada, D.D.S......................................................................Ken Harada	 (310) 837-5121
Law Offices of Ronald K. Ziff ........................................Ronald K. Ziff	 (323) 342-2819
MHB Sports, Entm’t & Advisory Svc.....................Marc Brodnax	 (323) 864-4417
MJB Fine Homes & Realty......................................Melanie Brodnax	 (310) 736-6224
OpulNet / OpulNet.com............................................. Michael J. Lupo	 (860) 951-2513
Richard S. Hibbs, C.P.A....................................................Richard Hibbs	 (310) 836-2029
Santa Maria BBQ................................................................ Jim Rodrigues	 (310) 930-5174
Sorrento Italian Market......................................................... Albert Vera	 (310) 391-7654
Steller & Skoog.................................................Jack & Charlyn Barton	 (714) 343-7756
Tower Insurance Associates .................................. Janice Beighey	 (310) 837-6101
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage...........................................Jeff Cooper	 (310) 344-8033

q NEW MEMBER	 q RENEWAL

q  Benefactor ($1,000+)
q  Corporate Sponsor ($500)
q  Family Lifetime Member ($500)
q  Individual Lifetime Member ($300)
q  Patron Member ($100)
q  Business Member ($50)
q  Family Member ($35)
q  Individual Member ($25)
q  Non Profit Organization ($15)
q  Youth Member ($10)

Name/Company  ______________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address  ______________________________________________________________________________________

City  __________________________________________________  State ______________  Zip Code ________________

Email  __________________________________________________  Phone ______________________________________

Voluntary Contribution to Museum Fund $ ______________________________________________________________

Voluntary Contribution to Julie Lugo Cerra Scholarship Fund $ ____________________________________________

Please indicate membership type and enclose your check payable to:
The Culver City Historical Society, P.O. Box 1356, Culver City, CA 90232

Or join online at CulverCityHistoricalSociety.org/membership

Tax Deductible 501 (c)(3) #95-4188800

#
RENEW OR BECOME A MEMBER OF THE CULVER CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY TODAY!

Preserve the “Heart of Screenland” history – support the Culver City Historical Society Archives and Resource Center (ARC). We can’t do it without you!

NEWSLETTER VOL. 47 NO. 2 SUMMER 2026

	 King Kong has taken over the radio 
waves! KMET, KLOS, & KROQ have DJs 
inviting listeners to be a part of the 
backlot extravaganza. There are cou-
pons in the newspaper and flyers post-
ed around the city. Be an extra for the 
King Kong movie!
	 I grabbed a couple of invitation  
flyers and wrangle up a friend for the 
very first night. 
	 It’s weird to see a line of people 
down Arizona and Elenda. Lots of Cul-
ver City has turned out for this event! 
We are being funneled into a very spe-
cific dropping point in MGM’s Lot 2. 
	 We proudly hand in our flyers, like 
backstage passes to a famous concert. 
They just grab them and point. “That 
way!” So much for the star treatment.
	 The set is marvelous and not to 
complain, but there is no sign of Kong. 
All we see is a very large Petrox tank. We 
hope he is inside. What we can see is a 

	 Donnie Norden, aka “Phantom of the 
Backlots,” returns to lead us on a tour of 
the Desilu Forty Acres Backlot, drawing on 
his teenage explorations there. He shares 
its history from a distinctive perspective,  
enriched with personal stories, photos, and 
memorabilia.
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	 The studio lots — especially MGM and 
Desilu — left a lasting impression on him. 
Donnie later turned that passion into a 
30-year career at Universal Studios and  
documented his adventures in a popular se-
ries of books.
	 Buckle up and put on your running 
shoes as he takes you on a wild ride through 
movie and television history from inside the 
Forty Acres backlot.
	 This event is free to the public.
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Have you seen this splashy 
one-piece beauty from our 
Costume Collection onscreen? 
In a nod to summer, Valerie 
thought we should change it 
up! We’d love to know if any 
readers have seen this styl-
ish kelly green swimsuit with 

a white sequin starfish appliqué at the hip. It may 
be from an Esther Williams film, but we have no 
confirmation. If you recognize this swimsuit from 
an MGM film, please reach out to Valerie at: info@ 
culvercityhistoricalsociety.org
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“An Insider’s Tour of Desilu”

Veterans Memorial Building 
Tuesday, July 28 @ 7PM

The Phantom of the Backlots, AKA Don-
nie Norton, amazed the captive audience 
with his incredible adventures!

Phantom of the Backlots 
Secret Studio Tour
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Jack Bommarito, Maureen Fleming and 
Mark Morris give the presentation by 
Donnie Norton (center right) an A+.

ABOVE: The 40-ft.  
animatronic Kong on 
MGM Lot 2 in 1976. 
Many Culver City  
residents appeared 
as movie extras.

LEFT: The original  
admission ticket.  
Visit the Historical 
Society museum 
to see more event 
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Heather Moses has been appointed 
the new Cultural Affairs Commissioner. 
Many may know her as a Culver City 
Mom and Coordinator for the Robert 
Frost and the AVPA program. We’re 
thrilled about her new position.  
Congratulations, Heather! 
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	 We at the Historical Society are 
deeply saddened to recently hear that 
St. Augustine’s Catholic School closed its 
doors in June of 2025 due to the steady 
decline of enrollment over the last years. 
	 In 1883, J. Francisco Figueroa do-
nated this land to the Roman Catholic  
Church of Los Angeles to serve the  
community in the La Ballona Valley. 
The church was named after St. Mon-
ica’s son, and was the first church built 
in what would later become Culver City; 
the church seen in the photo above was 
completed in 1887.
	 St. Augustine’s school opened its  
doors on September 7, 1926 and served 
PreK–8th grade students. Many Culver 
City residents attended this community  
fixture during its 99 years in operation.
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Rare film footage from the 
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some of the pageantry and 
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Beverly Peterson beside the Veterans 
Memorial Building collection box located 
next to the Parks and Recreation desk. 

Ever wondered what to do with flags that 
need to be retired? Mason Jacquelin pre-
sented a great collection box idea for his 
Eagle Service Project, Troop 108. Thank 
you, Mason! I am glad my flag found this 
place of honor.
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Beverly Peterson........Membership Co-Chair
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Ron Peterson...............In-House Photographer
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Michael Chiabaudo....................Photo Archives

Hope M. Parrish...................Historic Sites Chair

Andrew Weissman..........Government Liaison

Holly Strother.................... Newsletter Designer

ARCHIVE/RESEARCH VOLUNTEERS

Hope M. Parrish, Tami Eskridge, 
Jeanne Conklin, Michael Potterton,  
Dana Benton, Joshua Insel, Kate Ni,  
Steve Newton, James Kislingbury,  

and Susannah Mae Young

INTERNS

Josiah Joya and Cole Fekert

Good luck to our departing interns 
Sophia Vegas, Samanta Pandey 
and Hailey Garcia as they head  
to college. They will be missed!

	 Greetings to all our Culver City His-
torical Society members! As we move into 
summer, I’d like to acknowledge the great 
relationship between CCHS and students 
from C.C. High School. Over the last sev-
eral years, CCHS has had an outstanding 
intern program for students who must 
complete their community service hours. 
This highly successful program is the 
brainchild of Hope Parrish. 
	 Twice a year, our staff sets up a table 
at the High School’s College and Career 
Fair. Many students come to our table to 
learn about our organization. It’s wonder-
ful to meet young people so interested in 
local history, film history, and just history 
in general! Over the years, we have had 
some fantastic interns. Two interns did a 
program for the 100th anniversary of the 

Culver Hotel, and another wrote a walk-
ing tour guide to Downtown C.C. 
	 This year we are saddened to lose 
three graduating interns who are mov-
ing on to four-year universities: Samanta 
(UC Santa Cruz) and Hailey (UC Berkeley)  
volunteered for two years. Sophia (Ave 
Maria) interned for four years! Projects 
they worked on include: researching and 
creating museum display boards, being 
instrumental in our costume conserva-
tion day, and writing an article for this 
newsletter. We send them all off with 
good wishes for the brightest of futures! 
	 We have been fortunate to bring in 
several new young adult volunteers with a 
variety of talents and skills. Each contact-
ed CCHS due to their interest in archives, 
film history, research, and costume con-
servation. They’ve helped man our booths 
at Screenland 5K, the Culver City Book 
Festival and the Culver City Car Show.
	 Through their volunteer efforts, they 
are gaining skills and knowledge invalu-
able to our work. Together with the Board 
members, we work hard to provide inter-
esting historical displays and resources 
accessible to all. I hope to see you at our 
upcoming July program!

— Jack Bommarito

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR  WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR  
THE GENEROSITY OFTHE GENEROSITY OF

woman loosely tied at the wrists. Her name 
is Jessica Lange; we have never heard of 
her, but she looks like a movie star! A movie 
star that is about to be offered up to an 
oversized ape!
	 The crew gives us instructions from 
time to time. First, move in together to ap-
pear as a larger crowd, applaud, look up 
at the helicopter, move as a group to the 
other side of the bleachers… Look scared 
everybody!
	 This is cool, but Kong’s head has 
been peering and flirting with me over the 
fence for weeks! (I imagine him as my new 
boyfriend.) Now he decides to play hard 
to get. Wherefore art thou, my 40-foot  
Romeo?
	 Technical difficulties develop on the 
first night the public is invited. That’s 
showbiz, I guess! It occurs to me that my 
weeknight curfew is rapidly approach-
ing, so I exit stage right. I’d rather lose my 
part to another MGM starlet than face my 
mother’s fury. 
	 After that night, Kong performed like a 
seasoned pro!

 King Kong continued from front page

	 Did someone say Kong? Deep in 
our archives, I found this historical 
gem; the discovery of this photo times 
perfectly with Maureen’s feature story 
about the 50th anniversary of MGM’s 
King Kong, released in 1976. 
	 Taken circa 1932, King Kong’s ani-
mated armature torso sits atop a truck, 
ready to head to an inside stage and go 
to work! The 1933 King Kong interiors 
were shot at the RKO-Pathe Culver Stu-
dios lot. No matter the era, Kong is a 
part of Culver City’s history.

	 Culver City’s annual Fiesta La Ballona 
will be celebrated from Friday, Aug. 28 to 
Sunday, Aug. 30, but this year is extra special! 
	 CC Parks and Recreation and CC Histor-
ical Society are working together to celebrate 
the 75th anniversary of Fiesta in spectac-
ular style! Lots of events will be happening 
throughout the city — be on the lookout for 
announcements from all City organizations. 	 In May, President Jack Bommarito 

and City Historian Hope Parrish were 
present to receive the proclamation 
for the Culver City Historical Society,  
recognizing the society’s continued work 
in Historic Preservation. 
	 The proclamation was presented by 
Council Member Dan O’Brien and signed 
by the Culver City Mayor, the Vice Mayor 
and all City Council Members.

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS

¡FELIZ 75¡FELIZ 75OO ANIVERSARIO, FIESTA LA BALLONA! ANIVERSARIO, FIESTA LA BALLONA! CELEBRATING HISTORIC CELEBRATING HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION MONTHPRESERVATION MONTH

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, HAPPY BIRTHDAY, 
KATHERINE!KATHERINE!

	 This is a very special year for our 
friend Katherine. She not only turned 90 
on June 18, but Katherine also celebrates 
her 75th year here on June 18, 1951, 
when she came to America, and then to 
Culver City. Katherine and her brother  
Albert each immigrated from Italy at the 
age of 15. (Albert had come earlier.)
	 Katherine met Santino Barriciello; 
they married and settled in Culver City. 
In 1963, Albert, Santino and Katherine  
together opened an Italian market in a 
little storefront for rent on Sepulveda. 
Sorrento Italian Market has now been a 
Culver City institution for over 60 years. 
	 Santino worked as a Property Mas-
ter at Columbia Studios (later Colum-
bia-Tristar, then Sony) until he retired. 
Their four daughters Anna, Lydia, Lena 
and Alice were all born in Culver City and 
raised in the Sunkist Park neighborhood.
	 We celebrate you, Katherine, for all 
you’ve brought to our community. Tanti 
Auguri di Buon Compleanno, Katherine!

TOP: Nephew Albert Vera and Katherine 
Vera Barriciello behind the counter at  
Sorrento Italian Market. BOTTOM: Katherine, 
Bob’s son Joe, Alice’s husband Bob, and Al-
bert Vera celebrate Katherine’s milestones.

ABOVE: Charles Grodin and Jessica Lange performing 
King Kong’s helicopter scene on MGM Lot 2, witnessed  
by many Culver City residents who were extras.

TOP LEFT: Jessica Lange pausing 
in between takes on MGM Lot 2, 
as co-star King Kong looks on.

ABOVE: “Free Show!” ticket ads 
appeared in the local papers, and 
flyers were posted around town.

The Fiesta La Ballona Parade was quite the 
spectacle! Local businesses made their own 
floats, while descendants of settler families — 
Machado, Talamantes, Higuera, Ybarra, Saenz, 
Rocha, and Lugo — rode in the parade  
in vintage cars and horse-drawn buggies. 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP 
LEFT: Working the Culver 
City Historical Society 
booth is Costumes Chair 
Valerie Cameron, Maureen 
Fleming and President 
Jack Bommarito; Hope, 
Jerry and Gil Talamantes 
snap a selfie among the 
show’s custom cars; the 
Talamantes Hot Rods cap. 

	 Thank you once again to the 
Exchange Club of Culver City for 
this year’s Culver City Car Show! 
Their passion for cars provided 
another fantastic day downtown, 
with live entertainment, great food, 
and classic wheels.
	 I can always count on seeing 
Jerry and Gil Talamantes at the  
Car Show with their vintage Hot 
Rods. I met them while working 
in the motion picture industry, as 
both are retired 399 Teamsters. 
Fun fact: they are also direct de-
scendants of Felipe Talamantes, 
who settled with the Machados in 
La Ballona Valley. 

THE CULVER CITY CAR SHOWTHE CULVER CITY CAR SHOW

HAPPY HAPPY 
SESQUICENTENNIAL, SESQUICENTENNIAL, 

AMERICA!AMERICA!
WISHING ALL A  WISHING ALL A  

WARM & WONDERFUL  WARM & WONDERFUL  
INDEPENDENCE DAY!INDEPENDENCE DAY!

FROM ALL OF US AT THE  
CULVER CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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P.O. Box 1356 
Culver City, CA 90232

info@CulverCityHistoricalSociety.org 
(310) 253-6941

These fine Culver City area businesses support our work to preserve 
Culver City history for future generations. Show your support with your 
patronage of their services and products.

BENEFACTORS
Freeman Properties......................................................Stuart Freeman	 (310) 839-7593
Leonardo Wilborn.................................................... Leonardo Wilborn	 (XXX) XXX-XXXX
Meghan Sahli-Wells & Karim Sahli.....................The Sahli Family	 (XXX) XXX-XXXX
The Wende Museum........................................................Justin Jampol	 (310) 216-1600

CORPORATE & NON PROFIT SPONSORS
Culver City Exchange Club.........................Dr. Bob Montgomery	 (310) 499-4840
The Culver Hotel....................................................................Melina Alunni	 (310) 558-9400
History For Hire........................................................ Pam and Jim Elyea	 (818) 765-7767
Sony Pictures Entertainment.......................... Kristin Cavanaugh	 (310) 244-5368
Marcus Accounting Services........................... Richard A. Marcus	 (310) 721-9908
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Anne Tower Productions, Inc.......................................... Anne Tower	 (310) 699-9261
Cavanaugh Realtors...............................................Dannie Cavanaugh	 (310) 837-7161
Culver City Downtown Business Assn............... Darrel Menthe	 (310) 202-6060
George Petrelli Famous Steaks...................................Marie Petrelli	 (310) 902-5899
Göran Eriksson / Techtrans.....................................Göran Eriksson	 (310) 841-2901
JLF Appraisals & Estates.........................Joel and Linda Forman	 (310) 837-7455
Ken Harada, D.D.S......................................................................Ken Harada	 (310) 837-5121
Law Offices of Ronald K. Ziff ........................................Ronald K. Ziff	 (323) 342-2819
MHB Sports, Entm’t & Advisory Svc.....................Marc Brodnax	 (323) 864-4417
MJB Fine Homes & Realty......................................Melanie Brodnax	 (310) 736-6224
OpulNet / OpulNet.com............................................. Michael J. Lupo	 (860) 951-2513
Richard S. Hibbs, C.P.A....................................................Richard Hibbs	 (310) 836-2029
Santa Maria BBQ................................................................ Jim Rodrigues	 (310) 930-5174
Sorrento Italian Market......................................................... Albert Vera	 (310) 391-7654
Steller & Skoog.................................................Jack & Charlyn Barton	 (714) 343-7756
Tower Insurance Associates .................................. Janice Beighey	 (310) 837-6101
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage...........................................Jeff Cooper	 (310) 344-8033

q NEW MEMBER	 q RENEWAL

q  Benefactor ($1,000+)
q  Corporate Sponsor ($500)
q  Family Lifetime Member ($500)
q  Individual Lifetime Member ($300)
q  Patron Member ($100)
q  Business Member ($50)
q  Family Member ($35)
q  Individual Member ($25)
q  Non Profit Organization ($15)
q  Youth Member ($10)

Name/Company  ______________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address  ______________________________________________________________________________________

City  __________________________________________________  State ______________  Zip Code ________________

Email  __________________________________________________  Phone ______________________________________

Voluntary Contribution to Museum Fund $ ______________________________________________________________

Voluntary Contribution to Julie Lugo Cerra Scholarship Fund $ ____________________________________________

Please indicate membership type and enclose your check payable to:
The Culver City Historical Society, P.O. Box 1356, Culver City, CA 90232

Or join online at CulverCityHistoricalSociety.org/membership

Tax Deductible 501 (c)(3) #95-4188800

#
RENEW OR BECOME A MEMBER OF THE CULVER CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY TODAY!

Preserve the “Heart of Screenland” history – support the Culver City Historical Society Archives and Resource Center (ARC). We can’t do it without you!
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	 King Kong has taken over the radio 
waves! KMET, KLOS, & KROQ have DJs 
inviting listeners to be a part of the 
backlot extravaganza. There are cou-
pons in the newspaper and flyers post-
ed around the city. Be an extra for the 
King Kong movie!
	 I grabbed a couple of invitation  
flyers and wrangle up a friend for the 
very first night. 
	 It’s weird to see a line of people 
down Arizona and Elenda. Lots of Cul-
ver City has turned out for this event! 
We are being funneled into a very spe-
cific dropping point in MGM’s Lot 2. 
	 We proudly hand in our flyers, like 
backstage passes to a famous concert. 
They just grab them and point. “That 
way!” So much for the star treatment.
	 The set is marvelous and not to 
complain, but there is no sign of Kong. 
All we see is a very large Petrox tank. We 
hope he is inside. What we can see is a 

	 Donnie Norden, aka “Phantom of the 
Backlots,” returns to lead us on a tour of 
the Desilu Forty Acres Backlot, drawing on 
his teenage explorations there. He shares 
its history from a distinctive perspective,  
enriched with personal stories, photos, and 
memorabilia.

DATE WITH A PRIMATE: DATE WITH A PRIMATE: 
“KING KONG” 1976“KING KONG” 1976
BY MAUREEN MILLER FLEMING

	 The studio lots — especially MGM and 
Desilu — left a lasting impression on him. 
Donnie later turned that passion into a 
30-year career at Universal Studios and  
documented his adventures in a popular se-
ries of books.
	 Buckle up and put on your running 
shoes as he takes you on a wild ride through 
movie and television history from inside the 
Forty Acres backlot.
	 This event is free to the public.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING & PROGRAM
continued on inside page  

Have you seen this splashy 
one-piece beauty from our 
Costume Collection onscreen? 
In a nod to summer, Valerie 
thought we should change it 
up! We’d love to know if any 
readers have seen this styl-
ish kelly green swimsuit with 

a white sequin starfish appliqué at the hip. It may 
be from an Esther Williams film, but we have no 
confirmation. If you recognize this swimsuit from 
an MGM film, please reach out to Valerie at: info@ 
culvercityhistoricalsociety.org

COSTUMES IN THE BUILDING

Phantom of the Backlots Presents: 
“An Insider’s Tour of Desilu”

Veterans Memorial Building 
Tuesday, July 28 @ 7PM

The Phantom of the Backlots, AKA Don-
nie Norton, amazed the captive audience 
with his incredible adventures!

Phantom of the Backlots 
Secret Studio Tour

tinyurl.com/CCHSSecret

PAST PROGRAM

Jack Bommarito, Maureen Fleming and 
Mark Morris give the presentation by 
Donnie Norton (center right) an A+.

ABOVE: The 40-ft.  
animatronic Kong on 
MGM Lot 2 in 1976. 
Many Culver City  
residents appeared 
as movie extras.

LEFT: The original  
admission ticket.  
Visit the Historical 
Society museum 
to see more event 
mementos!

Heather Moses has been appointed 
the new Cultural Affairs Commissioner. 
Many may know her as a Culver City 
Mom and Coordinator for the Robert 
Frost and the AVPA program. We’re 
thrilled about her new position.  
Congratulations, Heather! 

MEET NEW MEET NEW 
COMMISSIONER  COMMISSIONER  
HEATHER MOSESHEATHER MOSES

ST. AUGUSTINE ST. AUGUSTINE 
SCHOOL CLOSEDSCHOOL CLOSED

RETIRED FLAG RETIRED FLAG 
COLLECTION BOXCOLLECTION BOX

	 We at the Historical Society are 
deeply saddened to recently hear that 
St. Augustine’s Catholic School closed its 
doors in June of 2025 due to the steady 
decline of enrollment over the last years. 
	 In 1883, J. Francisco Figueroa do-
nated this land to the Roman Catholic  
Church of Los Angeles to serve the  
community in the La Ballona Valley. 
The church was named after St. Mon-
ica’s son, and was the first church built 
in what would later become Culver City; 
the church seen in the photo above was 
completed in 1887.
	 St. Augustine’s school opened its  
doors on September 7, 1926 and served 
PreK–8th grade students. Many Culver 
City residents attended this community  
fixture during its 99 years in operation.

MARK’S CHOICE
Fiesta La Ballona: 
A Short History

Rare film footage from the 
1950s and 1960s illustrates 
some of the pageantry and 

history of the Fiesta La Ballona  
tradition.

tinyurl.com/CCHSFiesta

Beverly Peterson beside the Veterans 
Memorial Building collection box located 
next to the Parks and Recreation desk. 

Ever wondered what to do with flags that 
need to be retired? Mason Jacquelin pre-
sented a great collection box idea for his 
Eagle Service Project, Troop 108. Thank 
you, Mason! I am glad my flag found this 
place of honor.

ARC OPEN SUNDAYS ARC OPEN SUNDAYS ||
JULY JULY ||
JULYJULY  ||

JULY 28 JULY 28 ||
JULY 31-AUGUST 9JULY 31-AUGUST 9  ||

AUGUST 28-30AUGUST 28-30  ||

1ST, 2ND, 3RD & 4TH SUNDAYS (CLOSED 5TH SUNDAYS); 12-3PM
July-September

CULVER CITY PARKS & RECREATIONPRESENT MOVIES IN THE PARK
16, 25, 28 & 31: culvercity.gov/events

SUMMER OUTDOOR MOVIES
Fridays at sunset; Culver Steps

CCHS GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING & PROGRAM
7pm; Veterans Memorial Building

SISTER CITY COMMITTEE EXCHANGE
Students and chaperones from Kaizuka, Japan visit Culver City

75TH ANNUAL FIESTA LA BALLONA 
Veterans Memorial Park

MARK YOUR CALENDAR




