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2025: Looking Back and Moving Forward to Culver City’s Official
Involvement in the Olympics Games

This past July, the City of Los Angeles
passed its four-year out date for the
upcoming 2028 Summer Olympics! For
those of us who were around in 1984,

THOSE Games will never be forgotten.
From a historical perspective, many experts
regard our Games as awatershed momentin
Olympic history. They commend Los Angeles
for playing a vital role in saving the Games
at a most difficult time. After our success,
every major global venue was once again
interested in hosting the Olympic Games!
These Games made a profit of $232 million.

As we enter 2025, I'm proud of the role

By Tom Mills

that Culver City played in the success of
those 1984 Olympic Games and greatly
look forward to a successful 2028 Los
Angeles Summer Olympic Games! Our fair
city was the headquarters site for the Los
Angeles Olympic Organizing Committee
(“LAOOC”). Today, the Costco located on
Washington Boulevard just before Lincoln
Avenue in Culver City marks this location.
More than 5,000 LAOOC employees
and a number of our Southern California
Olympian (“SCQO”) members were based
there. Our Olympians held positions
involved in the public relations, historical,
strategic marketing, and sponsorship areas.

I had the honor of exclusively representing
the members of the SCO association in
its marketing and business practices.
Together with the SCO board of directors,
a new foundation was created that raised
substantial funds that assisted several
deserving Olympic hopefuls from our region.
Today, | have fond memories of experiencing
the incredible enthusiasm of the Olympians,
the Olympic organizers, the volunteers
(more than 30,000 of them), the sponsors,
suppliers, licensees, and a host of third-
party companies and groups that included
many LA county & city departments and

Culver City firms such as Hamilton-Avnet.

The SCO morphed into a dynamic
& complete Olympic stakeholder as a
result! From the day when my agreement
was approved, my firm began contacting
major sponsors, suppliers & additional
third parties and planning celebrations
& tie-ins. The LAOOC created the Spirit
Team composed of Olympians who would
serve as ambassadors throughout our
community and make appearances at
hospitals, senior homes, schools, civic
organizations and other groups to share
their Olympian experiences and excitement.

And in the final weeks just before
President Ronald Reagan declared these
Games to be OPEN, our Olympic-related
activities were busier than ever. Personally,
I made up to four appearances per day at
events all around our region. | got to know
EVERY major hotel's meeting & event
facilities especially in downtown Los
Angeles, Beverly Hills, Westwood, West
Los Angeles and Culver City. Then, | had
the honor of joining all of the participants
and enthusiasts at our Memorial Coliseum
for that incredible Opening Ceremonies!

Continue on page 3.

General Membership Meeting, Installation and Program:

Dennis Parrish Presents: Around the World in Fifty Years
Rotunda Room, Veterans Memorial Building, Tuesday, Janurary 28t at 7PM

AROUND THE WORLD IN FIFTY YEARS is what Dennis Parrish is calling his final program
as VP of Programs for the Culver City Historical Society. Join us for this Journey that begins
in 1953 with the film THE SILVER CHALICE starring Paul Newman thru PATTON and
HELLO DOLLY to THE GANGS OF NEW YORK and U-571. Over fifty years and more than
sixty films shot in such faraway places as SPAIN, ITALY, GERMANY, MOROCCO, TAIWAN,
HONG KONG, THAILAND, THE PHILIPPINES and more, working as a Property Master and
Set Decorator. His PowerPoint program will give you a rare behind the scenes look into the
challenges of working on foreign locations, dealing with the needs of a film far and away from
the Hollywood Studios, coping with the needs of Actors and Directors. Even a few laughs are
provided and lots of triviais covered so please join us as this promises to be an exciting evening.




|- _President's Message -]

Members and Friends, Happy New Year!

Well,it's that time. It's time to pass the torch, but
before | do | want to say a few words: In October
2017, got a call from Steve Rose asking if lwould
like to be President of this Society, | knew the
commitment would be for 4 years. So, limmediately
called Motion Picture Health and Welfare as | knew
| would have to make a choice. Did | qualify for
early retirement? Luckily, | had 38 years and 118
thousand hours logged so | could pull the plug and
say “Yes” to hisrequest.

Taking this on, | knew there was lots of work to do. | had been volunteering
with the Society for about 11 years and | knew the back was filled with boxes
of donations that had not seen the light of day in years. As a Property Master,
this had my curiosity. Our spaceis referred to as the “ARC,” Archive Resource
Center. But how canit be if the collectionis in boxes?

With the help of my family, friends, CCHS students, and many volunteers
we got to work. After updating our database program, we began the inventory
process. The treasures we unearthed were amazing. Tami, Jeanne, Dad & |
would immediately put items on display, filling the walls with our city’s rich
history. This sparked interest in our community. The word was out, “Come
see our new exhibits and if you have personal treasures to donate, we would
love to be the caretakers.”

We have become visible within and outside our community. We are a small
organization that exists because of all of you. Your donations, support and
contributions helped create our little museum, which is a magical place to visit.
| had wonderful mentors on this journey, Julie Lugo Cerra, Cathy Zermeno,
Stu Freeman, Jozelle Smith, Steve Newton, Louise Coffey Webb, Christine
Byers and of course my father, Dennis Parrish. It was a proud day for me
when my mentor Julie Lugo Cerra & | were just sitting, staring at the walls in
the Museum, she said “Hope, | never imagined that the museum would ever
come this far.” She passed 6 months later. | knew at that very moment that |
made the right choice back in 2017. As your outgoing President | will continue
going through boxesin the back, doing what | love. | hope that you will show our
incoming President, Jack Bommarito and his new team the same kindness,
respect, and generosity that you have shown and given to me and my family.

It has been an amazing time in my life, for which | owe thanks to so many.

m. Parrish

OUR MISSION
The Culver City Historical Society was
created for the purpose of collecting,
preserving, and exhibiting the history,
cultural, and civic accomplishments of
Culver City and its environs.
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TamiEskridge.................. Membership Committee
Valerie MEYET ... mmmsssssssssssnnens Costumes Chair
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Sofia Stark
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Josh Insel, and Elizabeth Voncannon
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Sophia Vegas, Samanta Pandey,
Hailey Garcia, Maya Turner, and Noelle Warner

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS
Richard Hayes
Paul Hill
Abraham Rivera

Thank you Dennis Parrish for inviting Marc Wanamaker to share all about
“HAL ROACH STUDIOS”. It was another great program and a full house!

If youmissed it here’s the link:

https://youtu.be/hHDMotB-qjk?si=WFsXF66jYgacZtTW

June Caldwell, Dennis Parrish, Marc Wanamaker, Karen Caldwell

"JOMO}] JBTEAA PIO 8y} Buless ssiw | jsebueyo
Auew 03 |lepA 1SBT SOIPNIS JOAIND 8U SISIYL "PAIG &dU| UO YInos
Buisoo| 198.)S BINSSUIOd WOJy BulpuelS :lemMsuy (¢l INY HIHM




| . Announcement ;|

Program and Installation of New Officers
Join us on January 28th in the Rotunda Room of the Veterans' Memorial
Building for the “2025 Installation” of the new officers for the Culver
City Historical Society. The installation will take place at 7:00pm. Light
refreshments will be served. We have a very exciting evening planned as
we welcome our new officers and say thank you to our outgoing officers.
This will be followed by Dennis’s final program.

OLYMPICS (conT)

These Games CHANGED our region and communities forever! Our beloved metro communities now had a legacy of Olympic
Games involvement stretching all of the way back to 1932. We experienced the best in human interactions, civic engagement,
cultural enhancement via our Olympic Festival and every artists’ contribution and the TRUE Olympic athletic experience that
witnessed exceptional personal growth, world records, outstanding sportsmanship and astounding abilities to perform at the
highest level when it appeared that the entire world was watching! And then it concluded but we also received an Olympic
afterglow that lasted for years! What a wonderful experience we shared and have described to others who were not here!

HELMS BAKERY

Originally opening in 1931, it was the official bread of the LA 1932 Olympics with a delivery truck in our neighborhoods until it
closed 1969. With the Olympics coming back to Los Angeles, LA28, | am thrilled to say that the Helms Bakery is open once again!!

THANK YOU TO THANK YOU TO

|
Nll‘*' culver, city
<O foundation

FICLTLEES
FOR THEIR DONATION! FOR THEIR DONATION!

Mark’s Video of the Season: Celebrate the Olympic Spirit! The Olympics in Culver City 1932 to 2028.
https://youtu.be/bVFPkby34Bo?si=AU9GIE8VRV1vFy2F
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WHERE AM I??

| found this photo on eBay and it took me back to This costume came with our MGM Collection. Valerie needs
mv childhood. | would sav this was taken in the mid allthe TCMers to keep an eye out for this beautiful Red and
Y , ’ i say | Rust colored beaded evening dress. We don’t know who wore
1960’s... so | bought it and thought | would share! it, who designed it or what film it may have been featuredin.
Canyouguess? Anyone who identifies it will receive a book of their choice!

HAPPY 145th BIRTHDAY Mr. Harry Culver!

Your vision for a sustainable city is still growing strong after 108 years.
Your vision for having developers save 5% of their development to
build a park, has given our community green space to enjoy a day
in the sun. Your vision for a balanced community brought industry,
and businesses for our residents to have jobs. | know that many like
me are grateful to you for this vision. We are blessed to call Culver
City, Home...

K Spotlight -
Raymond Lark (1939 - 2005)

A year ago, or so | was looking for something in our June 1984, microfilmed CC News
newspapers, when something caught my eye. | reversed the film and began reading an article
about a man named Raymond Lark. Now | didn't know this man, but | wished | had.

Raymond Lark was born June 16th 1939 to Bertha Lark, a domestic worker in Philadelphia.
Raymond rose from shoeshine boy, farm laborer, junkman, and factory worker. Lark, inspired
by the civil rights movement, became an Artist. He used painting, pastels, watercolor, drafting
and printing as his mediums. Lark joined the Art West Association (AWA), an organization
that promoted education and culture discussion. Lark a resident of Culver City, in 1984 was
probably the most famous living Black artist. He is listed in over 500 history books, directories,
periodicals, and his work has been exhibited in over 100 major art museums and galleries
around the world. His portfolio is also listed in the Library of Congress. Lark is included in the
1982-1983 edition of “ Who's Who in the World”. No discussion of twentieth Century artists
would be complete without mention of Raymond Lark.

“| believe strongly that self-confidence underlies the achievement of one’s personal goals
in Life...” —Raymond Lark




l:_Culger's Corner__.J

Michael Curtiz
By Alan K. Rode

In October while attending the “Lone Pine Film Festival”, the President, Hope
Parrish, met writer, historian, actor and producer Alan K. Rode. Alan is an
expert commentator, frequently on TCM, documentaries, and has written
many books about Hollywood. If you're a fan like Hope of the Academy
C~NA Award winning director and Hungarian immigrant Michael Curtiz, this book
| L YA is the greatest in depth look into Curtiz's life. During Michael Curtiz’s 27 year
4 B career at Warner Brothers, he directed swashbuckler adventures, westerns,
@U R T I Z" musicals, dramas, comedies, and directed over 180 films. A few notables such
= _\3 as “Casablanca’, “Yankee Doodle Dandy”, “Mildred Pierce” and a favorite of

:}, ! N8 mine “White Christmas”. Maybe we can get him to present a program!!
p ALAN K. RODE

LA as SUBJECT at the Doheny Library is the BEST Archival
eventin LA to attend. Free and open to the public on a Saturday
in October you can walk through the halls of the beautiful
Doheny library on the USC Campus or sit in on the many
programs and conversations that are provided. You will meet
representatives from the vast numbers of Historical Archives,
Museums, Libraries and PBS! This year the topic was water.
Valerie put an Esther Williams swim costume in a protected
case and we displayed it at our booth. Everyone and | mean
: I\ everyone who loves history should keep an eye out for this
Hope, Valerie, Jack, Mara, and Dana our newest event, you never know who you will bump intol!
docent and volunteer (Marueen not pictured

.. Historical Highlight j]

A Highlight for me! It has been a dream of mine me to meet this man. Nathan

Masters, the historian behind the PBS Show, “LOST LA”. Nathan presents

wonderful insight into Los Angeles and its surrounding communities. |am a

HUGE fan!! If you are like me and you love local history, look Nathan Master
up on YouTube. All of his episodes are worth a watch!

NEWSFLASH! Nathan has a new episode coming outin January, on PBS about
the “St. Francis Dam Disaster” in 1928, this was the end of William Mullholland’s
career as general manager and chief engineer of the Bureau of Water Works
and Supply, which we now call the Los Angeles Department of Water and
Power. If you haven't seen the movie “Chinatown” (1974) that was written by
my friend Robert Towne, who passed this past summer, and my uncle Bill
MacSems who was the Property Master, put this on your “must see” list. Its
one of the best films ever made, you will not be disappointed.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Veterans Memorial Auditorium

Julian Dixon Library

ARC OPEN DATES: 1*tand 3" Sundays, 12-3PM
Jan. 5" and 19", Feb. 2 and 16", Mar. 2"¢ and 16"

January 11*: Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration

January 17t Friends of the Library Annual Installation

Februrary 22": Small Book Faire
Wende Museum, Hosted by Village Well & Culver City
Arts,10am-4pm

March 2": Screenland 5k
Downtown Culver City

March 6*-9* 13""-16'": AVPA - “Guys & Dolls”
Robert Frost Auditorium

Supporting Sponsors, Donors and Business Members

These fine Culver City area businesses support our work to preserve Culver City history for future generations.
Show your support by your patronage of their services and products.

Benefactor

Culver City Arts Foundation ..........eeeeeeemmsneens Jim B. Clarke
The Culver Studios Mike Recine
Freeman Properties Stuart Freeman
Leonardo Wilborn Leonardo Wilborn
Meghan Sahli-Wells and Karim Sahli.................... The Sahli Family
Corporate and Non Profit Sponsors

Culver City Exchange Club ........cooeeeerrerennes Dr. Bob Montgomery
The Culver Hotel Melina Alunni
History For Hire Pam and Jim Elyea
Sony Pictures Entertainment Kristin Cavanaugh

Marcus Accounting Services Richard A. Marcus

Business Members

Anne Tower Productions, Inc. ........
Cavanaugh Realtors

Anne Tower
Dannie Cavanaugh

(424) 209-9148
(310) 473-8900
(310) 839-7593

(310) 499-4840
(310) 558-9400
(818) 765-7767
(310) 244-5368
(310) 721-9908

(310) 699-9261
(310) 837-7161

George PetrelliFamous Steaks
Goran Eriksson/ Techtrans......

Tower Insurance Associates
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage ..
The Wende Museum

310
310

Marie Petrelli
Goran Eriksson

310
310
310

Janice Beighey
... Jeff Cooper
Justin Jampol

(310)
(310)
Hillside Memorial Park and Mortuary.. LoriLarcara (818)
JLF Appraisals & Estates.......c.oecree Joeland LindaForman (310)
KenHarada, D.D.S. KenHarada (310)
Law Offices of Ronald K. Ziff .........mmersnnens Ronald K. Ziff  (323)
MHB Sports, Entm't & Advisory Service.. ..MarcBrodnax (323)
MJB Fine Homes &Realty .......owereerseerrienrs Melanie Brodnax (310)
OpulNet Michael J. Lupo (860)
Richard S. Hibbs, C.P.A. Richard Hibbs  (310)
SantaMariaBBQ JimRodrigues  (310)
Sorrento Italian Market AlbertVera (310)
Steller & Skoog Jack & CharlynBarton (714)
(310)
(310)
(310)

Renew or Become a Member of the Culver City Historical Society Today!

O

New Member d Renewal

Benefactor ($1,000 +)

Corporate Sponsor ($500)

Family Lifetime Member ($500)
Individual Lifetime Member ($300)
Patron Member ($100)

Business Member ($50)

Family Member ($35)

Individual Member ($25)

Non Profit Organization ($15)
Youth Member ($10)

I Iy

City

Name/Company

Mailing Address

Join othersin preserving the history of the “Heart of Screenland” and support the Culver City HistoricalSociety Archives and Resource Center (ARC). We can't preserve local history without you!

State Zip Code

Email

Phone

Voluntary Contribution to Museum Fund $

Voluntary Contribution to Julie Lugo Cerra Scholarship Fund $

Please check type of membership and enclose your check payable to:
The Culver City Historical Society, P.O. Box 1356, Culver City, CA 90232

Tax Deductible 501 (c)(3) #95-4188800

Or join online at CulverCityHistoricalSociety.org/membership



