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Long-time Culver City resident
Evelyn Ackerman shares morethana
1924-2024 centennial with the Culver
Hotel, she worked for Red Skeltonin
his office there.

As a young couple in 1952, my
parents Evelyn and Jerome “Jerry”
Ackerman moved from Detroit to Los
Angeles to set up their first design
business. While Jerry spent the first
year developing their Jenev ceramics
designs, Evelyn supplemented their
income by finding ajob with comedian
Red Skelton.

Friends with John Wayne, once an
owner of the Culver Hotel, Richard
“Red” Skelton maintained a suite of
rooms while he was filming movies at
MGM studios. He was eveninstalled
as honorary Mayor of Culver City
in 1951 by then Mayor J. Ray Klots.
A veteran of vaudeuville, radio, and
movies, Skelton was eager to move

A SHARED CENTENNIAL

By Laura Ackerman-Shaw

into television and The Red Skelton
Show premiered in September 1951
and ran until 1970. The sketches
on the comedy-variety show were

usually built around one of his
characters including inept Sheriff
Deadeye, country bumpkin Clem
Kadiddlehopper, con man San
Fernando Red, boxer Cauliflower
McPugg, and hobo Freddie the

.. Upcoming Program ]ﬂ=

General Membership Meeting and Program:

1001 YEAR CELEBRATION OF THE CULVER HOTEL
Multipurpose Room, Veterans Memorial Building, Tuesday, July 23<at 7PM

One hundred years ago, on September 41" 1924, Harry Culver formally
opened his Culver City Skyscraper, The Hunt Hotel. The local newspapers
heralded this historical event and thousands of people flocked to see Culver’s
new addition to his growing City. Through the years the Hotel went thru a
series of phases, owners and occupants including John Wayne, Charlie
Chaplin, Red v and even the YMCA to name a few. The Munchkins from
The Wizard Of Oz also stayed there. Many stories and lore exist about the
hotel and its history. Nothing will be left out. For the first time our Culver
High School Interns, Eve Mott and Maren Brown will present their well-
researched, photographic history and mysteries of the Culver Hotel from
1923 to today. Please join us as this promises to be an exciting event.

Check out our Website for more about the program and much more.

Freeloader. A roster of Hollywood
stars made guest appearances.

In 1953 and 1954 for $1 an hour,
Evelyn updated scripts and answered
fanmail. A notorious ad libber, Skelton
went off script frequently, and the
day after each show the tape would
be brought up to Evelyn where she
would listen with earphones and note
comments and changes on the script
to “correct” it. Her primary role was to
answer fan malil, of which there was
plenty. While many arrived at the
Culver City Hotel, letters from around
the world were sent to MGM Studios,
CBS, NBC, and even the Skeltons’
home, all of which made their way
to the office. Young and old seemed
to adore his films (US letters also
referenced the television show), and
many asked for autographed photos.

(continue on page 3)




|- President's Messnge ]|

Happy Summer to you all! What a great
spring your Society and Culver City asawhole
have had!! Dennis (Dad) gave us an amazing
program celebrating Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer.
The Multipurpose room was filled with Society
members, local residents, MGM enthusiasts,
Notable Hollywood Authors, Child Star Cora
Sue Collins, and our Beloved June Caldwell,
who will celebrate her 100t birthday this year.
June may be one of the last people to have
worked with Eddie Mannix & Louis B. Mayer and
she can still rivet us with stories. Mark Morris
recorded this event which can be viewed on our
YouTube channel. It already has over 3000 views. But how can you go
wrong when Steve Bingen, Stephen Sylvester and Richard Adkins share
their knowledge about MGM? Not to mention our January Program that
Marc Wanamaker shared about “Poverty Row” currently has over 12,000
views. Well, if you missed either of these programs please visit: “MGM
100" birthday and Poverty Row” on our YouTube.

Thank you, David Pelayo, Steve Newton, and Dennis Parrish for items
loaned from your personal MGM collection. Museum Chair Maureen
Fleming topped it off with so many fun MGM highlights!!

We collaborated with Hollywood Heritage Museum, sharing from our
collections. We loaned 3 of our MGM costumes to add to their spectacular
MGM exhibit. We are truly grateful for all the advice and help from Angie
Schneider, Darin Barnes, and the Hollywood Heritage team. We gained
visibility, met dozens of cinema collectors, authors and new friends due
to this new partnership. Thank you.

Onabittersweet note, Eve Mott and Maren Brown, our CCHS interns
are off to college! But before they go, they will present our next program
celebrating our Culver Hotel's 100th Birthday! The ladies have been
working with Dennis and Milena Alunni. Dennisiis thrilled, Eve and Maren
will be our first students to present a program.

We constantly grow, and it's because of all of you!

Seeyouin July,
Hope M. Parrish

Lt-Rt: Marc Wanamaker, Mark Morris, Stephen X. Sylvester, Steven Bingen,
Dennis Parrish, and Jack Bommarito celebrating MGM’s 100" birthday!
Thank you Dennis! (Photo: Denise Gullixson)
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IN MEMORIAM
Roger Bernardin
Delores Mahler Miller
Don Erickson

OTHER WAYS TO DONATE @7/

If you are a Ralphs shopper and have an online account you can designate the Culver City Historical Society as your “Community
Contribution.” Every dollar counts! This is a great way to help your Society without any extra cost to you.
www.ralphs.com/i/community/community-contribution-program




A SHARED CENTENNIAL conr.

A13-year-old's request sent from the Philippines in 1954 was typical, “| do sincerely hope you can give me one
of your pictures which | willadd to my collection.” As they built their midcentury design business, Evelyn and
Jerry periodically visited Red and his second wife Georgia at their house in Bel Air. Jerry recalled swimming
with them and their children Valentina and Richard (who died at age 9 from leukemia) in their pool.

My parents bought their home in Culver City in 1956 and when Jerry passed away in 2019, | found several
large boxes of letters, postcards, and envelopes addressed to Red Skelton in our garage. My parents had
saved them—not for the content, but for the stamps! At one time, my father had been an avid stamp collector
and the number of countries represented in the fan mail must have delighted him. What better place than
the CCHS to donate more than 100 pieces of correspondence, preserving a small piece of the “heart of

screenland” for history.

Red Skelton Inducted as Honorary Mayor

On April 19th, 1951 — Mayor J. Ray Klots officiated
and installed Red Skelton, MGM Star, as Honorary
Mayor of Culver City, at the new Veteran's Memorial
Building. The Honorary Mayor was sworn in by City
Clerk Merle Payton Skelton’s humorous contribution
to the entertainment program kept the guestsingales
of laughter for more than a half an hour.

Guess who popped by?!

Lt-Rt: Tad Langlois, George Tovar, Denise Howard, Hope
Parrish, Dave Dunlap, Ted Lyon, and Maureen Fleming,

Class of '78 - Museum Chair

After Culver High, Class of 1979 enjoyed their 45t
reunion at Veteran's Park, a few of the
classmates popped in!

May was Historic Preservation Month! Thank you to our
Mayor McMorrin, City Council, City Staff, Cultural Affairs and our
community for recognizing the efforts your Culver City Historical
Society is making to preserve and share our city’s rich history

with our community and visitors.

And a special thank you to all of our volunteers, especially our
student volunteers who dedicate their time to the growth of the
Society and Museum. This could not be possible without all of

youl! It takes avillage!

Mark’s Video of the Month: Watch Munchkins from WIZARD OF OZ Return After 60 Years at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0OqiDSF2Bw




Hollywood Heritage Exhibit - MGM: Meet the Stars

The Culver City Historical Society is the proud caretaker for 65 random motion picture costumes worn
by various actors in MGM films and television. Most of our collection is identified to specific cast and
productions, they were wornin. But we have about adozen that
do not have any identifying marks, like the burgundy dress/coat
in the photo below. We need you, the public, your help to identify
these wonderful pieces of MGM History. Maybe while enjoying
| afilmon TCM. Valerie, displays different costumes throughout
the year depending on the subject of our programs and seasons.
This past April—June we had the great opportunity to share three
pieces from our collection with Hollywood Heritages “MGM-
Meet the Stars” exhibit.
Maybe you saw them.

dress-coat, which may have been worn by Barbara Stanwyck. Next is
agorgeous, golden sequined full body swim costume worn by Esther
Williamsin “Million Dollar Mermaid” (1952) — whichis currently back
ondisplay in our museum. Last is a beautiful camel colored over coat
worn by Lana Turner in “A Life of Her Own” (1950).

Now meet this STAR, Cheryl Minor. Cheryl is a volunteer and one of
Hollywood Heritage’s lead docents. Valerie, Denice, and Dennis no sooner
had our display up, when Angie Schneider of Hollywood Heritage notified
us that the costume had been identified! Barbara Stanwyck wore this (
See photo) in “The Big Valley” Season One, episodes 27 & 28, and again
in season 2 and 3! Lucky for us, Cheryl is such a Stanwyck “Officiando”!
Thank you, Cheryl, this was a gift!

But now what do we do? The fun to identify the costume was completed.
So, Valerie went back to our collection,
finding another unidentified costume that
we could exchange for the Stanwyck. Valerie
suggested, this beautiful green sequined dress
toaccent our Esther Williams swim costume,
in keeping with the theme of “Stars”. Here is
what our display ended up becoming for the
two monthlong event.

WE WANT TO THANK

gl

SONY

PICTURES

FOR THEIR GENEROUS DONATION!

Do you recognize this dress?

Unidentified green sequined dress
alongside Esther Williams' swimsuit & Lana Turner’s coat




L Culger's Corner -

By Hope M. Parrish

If you ever asked yourself, “ How did they do that, back in those
days?”, | recommend “The Wizard of MGM”. A memoir of A. Arnold
Gillespie’s time at MGM from 1924-1965, released in 2012 and available
on Amazon.

Gillespie is hailed one of the greatest Special/Visual Effects

Supervisors in Hollywood History. This book gives a glimpse into
Gillespie’s work, from miniature effects in “Thirty Seconds over
Tokyo” to the realistic tornadoin “The Wizard of Oz”. He shares many
anecdotes he faced each day while working at MGM.

On a personal note my grandfather William “Blacky” MacSems,
special effects welder, was at MGM during the 40’s, 50’s and 60's.
While reading this | visualized my Grandpa Mac working along side
this Special Effects legend.

HAPPY 20th ANNIVERSAY Culver City Car Show!

We want to thank the CC Exchange Club for giving Culver City the
best Car Show ever!! This was the Society’s first time at the event.

We want to thank Jeff Cooper, John Cohn, and all of our Exchange
Club Friends for their assistance and for placing usin agreat location!
We sold out on blankets, license plates, and mugs.

Our biggest sales to date! Let’s do this again next year!

Michele Cerra Lachoff, the Julie Lugo Cerra Scholarship
Chair, and | would like to take a moment and thank so many of
you and Sony Pictures Entertainment for your very generous
donations to the Julie Lugo Cerra Scholarship Fund.

Interns, Maren Brown and Eve Mott, got
a personal tour of the interior of The Culver
Hotel on May 31, as part of their research
for their upcoming program celebrating the
Hotels 100" Anniversary.

We began this fund last year within a few weeks of Julie’s
passing. We made it just in time to present one, $1000.00
scholarship to Josie Peinemann - Class of 2023. This year we
were able to present two $1000.00 scholarships to two very
deserving students, Sofia . Guttierrez and Maren Brown. We
hope to continue this gift to our students for many years to come.

Thank you to Milena Alunni — Director of
Events and the Mallick family for facilitating
this tour for the ladies!
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STAY CONNECTED

ARC OPEN DATES: 1+t and 3" Sundays, 1-3PM CulverCityHistoricalSociety.org
July 7"and 21*, Aug. 4 and 25", Sept. 8" and 22 facebook.com/CulverCityHistoricalSociety

August 23-25": Fiesta La Ballona twitter @histofculvrcity

Veteran's Memorial Park instagram @culvercityhistoricalsociety

Supporting Sponsors, Donors and Business Members

These fine Culver City area businesses support our work to preserve Culver City history for future generations.
Show your support by your patronage of their services and products.

Benefactor

r City Arts FOUNGALON ..o im B. Clark - George Petrelli Famous Steaks Marie Petrelli (310) 902-5899
Culver Lity vt oundatio I e ) 295 8008 Goran Eriksson / Techtrans...... GéranEriksson  (310) 841-2901
Freeman Properties StuartFreeman (310) 839-7593 Hillside Memorial Park and Mortuary... LoriLarcara (818) 445-1619
Leonard Wilborn Leonard Wilborn il<LF ﬁpprgisal:l)s I:£§(55'.tates ........................... Joeland Llrp(da f;ormgn EB1 Og 837—742‘15

) ; ; i i enHarada,D.D.S. enHarada (310) 837-51

Meghan Sahii-Wells and Karim Sali........... The Sahii Family Law Offices of RONAIA K. Ziff oo Ronald K. Ziff (323) 342-2819
Corporate and Non Profit Sponsors MHB Sports, Entm't & Advisory Service. ..MarcBrodnax (323) 864-4417
Culver City Exchange Club ..o Dr.Bob Montgomery (310) 499-4840  MJB Fine Homes & RealtY ..o Melanie Brodnax (310) 736-6224
History For Hire Pamand JimElyea (818) 765-7767  QOpulNet Michael J.Lupo  (860) 951-2513
Sony Pictures Entertainment Kristin Cavanaugh (310) 244-5368  Richard S. Hibbs, C.P.A. ..o Richard Hibbs (310) 836-2029
Marcus Accounting Services Richard A. Marcus ~ (310) 721-9908  Santa Maria BBQ JimRodrigues  (310) 930-5174

. Sorrento Italian Market AlbertVera (310) 391-7654
Business Members Steller & Skoog...... Jack &CharlynBarton (714) 343-7756
Anne Tower Productions, Inc. ... .~ AnneTower (310) 699-9261  Tower Insurance A: e e e Janice Beighey (310) 837-6101
Cavanaugh Realtors Dannie Cavanaugh  (310) 837-7161  Wells Fargo Home Mortgage Jeff Cooper (310) 344-8033
Culver City Flower Shop Mike Eskridge  (310) 839-2344 The Wende Museum Justin Jampol  (310) 216-1600

Renew or Become a Member of the Culver City Historical Society Today!

Join others in preserving the history of the “Heart of Screenland” and support the Culver City HistoricalSociety Archives and Resource Center (ARC). We can't preserve local history without you!

4  New Member 4 Renewal Name/Company
O Benefactor ($1,000 +) Mailing Address
O Corporate Sponsor ($500) City State Zip Code
Q Family Lifetime Member ($500) .
Q Individual Lifetime Member ($300) Email Phone
O PatronMember ($100) Voluntary Contribution to Museum Fund $
O Business Member ($50)
Q  Family Member ($35) Voluntary Contribution to Julie Lugo Cerra Scholarship Fund $
O  Individual Member ($25) _
. . Please check type of membership and enclose your check payable to:
O NonProfit Organization ($15) The Culver City Historical Society, P.O. Box 1356, Culver City, CA 90232
a  Youth Member ($10) Tax Deductible 501 (c)(3) #95-4188800

Or join online at CulverCityHistoricalSociety.org/membership



